Missouri Agribusiness Association

End of Session Legislative Report
The 2008 Missouri Legislative session came to end at 6 p.m. Friday with a flurry of activity in the final 48 hours. The “cramming” at the end of the legislative session always reminds me of a college student who had all semester to prepare for final exams, yet procrastinates and pulls “all nighters”.  Similarly, the legislature, procrastinated on many major pieces of legislation until the final days, even pulling one “all nighter”.  Legislation removing the caps on the amount of political contributions candidates can receive was successful, while a constitutional amendment to require voters to show a picture I.D. failed. The nearly $23 billion budget was completed by the constitutional deadline of May 9.

We were excited the Omnibus Ag Bill, SB 931, passed the legislature.  Many of the items in the bill are some that we have worked on for several years.  The legislation contains a vast number of items that are great for our industry.  The most controversial item is the voluntary animal identification provision. Also included in the omnibus bill are:

· Pesticide Registration (retailers will be given a reasonable amount of time in which to dispose of pesticide stock in the event that a manufacturer or distributor stops registering the product.)
· Hazardous Substance (makes revisions in how clean up cost invoices are submitted, and more specifically states what invoices must include and provides an appeal to the department to DNR on those costs, with the burden of proof on the political subdivision or the emergency service provider.  This is a complete change in the burden of proof.)

· Alternative Fuel Refueling Station Incentives
· Noxious Weed Control 
· Grants for Dairy Cattle Operations
· Livestock and Crop Loan Guarantee Program

· Ag Tax Credits

· Biomass Tax Credits
· Fencing, Forestry, and Motor Fuel Sales Tax Exemption
· Veterinary Student Loan Program Changes
· Watershed Districts Clarification 
· and more…..
I am happy to report that despite the numerous bills introduced this session to curtail livestock operations in Missouri, we were able to defeat all of them!

 SB 1034, which criminalizes the theft of copper and other metals, was approved by the legislature.  It also imposed criminal penalties on scrap dealers if they are not accountable.

Another omnibus bill, the transportation bill SB 930 and 947, contains among many items, the definition of a utility vehicle. It also includes the following:  

· Unified carrier registration act
· Motor vehicle protection act
· Travel safety zones
· Commercial motor vehicle enforcement officers
· Highway lane use
· Third-party testing
· Drivers’ license returns
· Ignition interlock (after two DWI convictions, you will be required to have one!)

Also receiving final approval was HB 1354, another priority for MO-AG.  This bill exempts the motor vehicle titling and licensing requirements for self-propelled sprayers, floaters, or other implements of husbandry used for spraying chemicals or spreading fertilizer for agricultural purposes.  For some time, we have had difficulty in utilizing our vehicles for the above purposes without paying sales tax and being ticketed for not having a license.  This should prevent these two long standing problems. 

In other actions, a proposal that stood up to the heat of the debate and was never licked is the ice cream cone. It became the official dessert of the state (see SB 991).  The governor must sign or veto bills by July 14, so I will keep you informed on when these bills are signed.  The effective date for all legislation is August 28, 2008.
Here is the link for all of the bills that were passed this session, http://www.house.mo.gov/billtracking/bills081/rpt/tafpsum.pdf
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